Understanding child neglect. Current perspectives in dentistry.
The aim of this paper is to update the reader on the subject of dental neglect in children. Recent national guidelines produced by the National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence and the British Society of Paediatric Dentistry have raised the profile of this condition by providing specific, evidence-based recommendations for recognition and response to dental neglect. Dental neglect may be a sign of general neglect or may be considered maltreatment in itself. The specific dental and non-dental features are described and actions secondary to a diagnosis of dental neglect are discussed. Three types of intervention are described: preventive dental team management, preventive multi-agency management, and referral to child protection services. With increasing awareness of this condition and through access to the expertise of other specialist agencies in this field, the primary care practitioner can play a key role in safeguarding the welfare of children.